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Letter from the President

The Chronic Liver Disease Foundation (CLDF), a distinguished not-for-profit educational organization, proudly commemorates its 22nd anniversary. Guided by an all-

volunteer board of trustees, the CLDF has consistently excelled in the field, offering outstanding educational programs covering comprehensive updates on liver disease.

A recent highlight in liver education is the evolution of the Liver Connect meeting. Following the success of the 3rd annual Liver Connect Conference, which educated 

over 550 live attendees and 999 virtual learners to date, we eagerly anticipate the 4th Annual CLDF Liver Connect Conference to be held in Scottsdale, Arizona, in April.

As the flagship educational CLDF conference, Liver Connect showcases worldwide experts, delivering cutting-edge educational presentations in an interactive format. 

Distinguished hepatologists spearhead educational content development, including emerging data from recent publications and congress abstracts, influencing current 

diagnostic and management approaches. Specialized sessions centered on NASH, cirrhosis, HBV-HDV, and women with liver disease deliver the most up-to-date and 

crucial information in these areas.

As an organization, the CLDF continues to provide state-of-the-art education to all stakeholders. Live events, broadcasts, and enduring webcasts grant healthcare 

providers nationwide the opportunity to learn from esteemed specialists. Practical clinical guidelines and algorithms offer valuable insights for managing patients. The 

collaboration of ambassadors and advisors in guiding educational initiatives has solidified the CLDF's position as an unparalleled organization for over two decades.

The dedication and expertise of our program staff, CME-accredited providers, and network of collaborators have propelled the organization through another thriving year 

of impactful initiatives in 2023. The CLDF remains committed to delivering exceptional education in 2024, thanks to the unwavering support and contributions of all 

involved.

Our heartfelt gratitude extends to everyone who has contributed to making the CLDF the outstanding entity it has become.

Sincerely, 

Zobair M. Younossi, MD, MPH

President and Chairman, CLDF Board of Trustees
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HIGHLIGHTS
2023 Liver 

Update

HCC 
Connect

Cirrhosis 
Connect

WHISE 
Connect

HBV/HDV 
- ACT

NASH 
Connect

Payor / Managed
Care Meeting

Pediatric 
Workshop

Fellows 
Workshop

APP / Cirrhosis 
Workshop

HRS 
Leadership 

Summit

HRS 
Symposium

Educated over 
550 live 
attendees and 
>1,000 virtual 
learners to date.

12 live activities  
12.75 CME AMA PRA credits  



HCV Webcast and Podcast 

Sponsored by AbbVie.



This symposium reviewed the pathophysiology, risk factors, clinical consequences, and guidelines for 

diagnosing and treating NAFLD/NASH. 

Relevant advances and challenges in diagnosing and treating NASH and liver fibrosis, including the 

latest NASH screening guidelines. 

Novel agents in development for the treatment of NASH were highlighted during this enlightening 

symposium.



Marcelo Kugelmas, MD

https://chronicliverdisease.org/webcasts/special_event/HRS-AKI-Sympo23/

Nikolaos T. Pyrsopoulos, MD, PhD 

https://chronicliverdisease.org/webcasts/special_event/HRS-AKI-Sympo23/


This ongoing series defines the prevalence, 

manifestations, and pathophysiology of Hepatorenal 

Syndrome (HRS) and reviews the diagnosis and 

management of Acute Kidney Injury in cirrhosis. The 

program discussions encompass updated HRS 

guidelines and recommendations, treatment goals in 

HRS, and the unmet treatment needs for HRS in the 

United States.

Meetings across the US

CLDF faculty participants

Attendees educated

30

20

718



2023 Highlights CLDF & Project ECHO 
Collaboration Accomplishments:

The CLDF and The New Mexico Peer Education 

Project (NMPEP), continued collaborating with 

Project ECHO at the University of New Mexico 

Health Sciences Center and the New Mexico 

Corrections Department, leveraging the ECHO 

Model to make a powerful and lasting 

intervention in prison community health. 

Supported by an educational grant from AbbVie. 2738

Peers completed HCV 

workshop educators

1345
NMCD staff completed 

HCV workshop

231

Peer educators 

trained

145
Peer referrals 

for HCV testing

90

EDUCATED



CLDF Education Portal 

  Online Tools – Featured Resources



An Up-To-Date Algorithm for the Treatment of PBC
Published in the American Journal of Hepatology Feb 2023 

The key features of the algorithm include 

new guidance-informed suggestions for 

staging PBC using noninvasive testing 

(NIT), earlier assessment of lower 

thresholds to gauge ursodeoxycholic acid 

(UDCA) response after initiation of 

therapy, possible earlier initiation of 

second-line therapy with obeticholic acid 

(OCA) at lower levels of alkaline 

phosphatase (ALP) or bilirubin, avoidance 

of OCA in patients with cirrhosis 

complicated by portal hypertension or 

liver decompensation, and the safety and 

durability of response with long-term OCA 

therapy and off-label use of fibrates.

~sp100 Gp210. 

*Fenofibrate is not currently approved for the treatment of PBC and use is considered of f-label. 

ALP, alkaline phosphatase; AMA, antimicrobial antibodies; ANA, antinuclear antibodies; CPC, Child-Pugh class; CSPH, clinically significant portal 

hypertension; HCC, hepatocellular carcinoma; MRE, magnetic resonance elastography; OCA, obeticholic acid; PBC, primary biliary cholangitis; 

TE, transient elastography; UDCA, ursodeoxycholic acid; VCTE, vibration-controlled transient elastography .

Unrestricted education grant supported by Intercept 



HCC Care Cascade Decision-Support Tool

https://www.chronicliverdisease.org/disease_focus/hc

c.cfm?dstate=hcc&sec=Algorithm

Supported by educational grants from AstraZeneca and Exelixis, Inc.

https://www.chronicliverdisease.org/disease_focus/hcc.cfm?dstate=hcc&sec=Algorithm
https://www.chronicliverdisease.org/disease_focus/hcc.cfm?dstate=hcc&sec=Algorithm


Publications



The use of current knowledge and non-invasive testing modalities for 

predicting at-risk non-alcoholic steatohepatitis and assessing fibrosis
Liver International

Supported by an educational grant from Perspectum.

Feb.

2023



Wilson disease: A summary of the updated AASLD Practice Guidance
Hepatology Communications

Supported by an educational grant from Alexion Pharmaceuticals. 

May

2023



Diagnosis and Management of Hepatitis Delta Virus Infection
Digestive Disease and Sciences

Supported by an educational grant from Gilead Sciences.

June

2023



Expert perspectives for the pharmacist on facilitating and 

improving the use of albumin in cirrhosis
American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy

Supported by an educational grant from Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals.

July

2023



Improving the Management of Hepatorenal Syndrome–Acute Kidney 

Injury Using an Updated Guidance and a New Treatment Paradigm
Gastroenterology & Hepatology

Supported by an educational grant from Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals.

Sept

2023



Improving Outcomes in Hepatorenal Syndrome–Acute Kidney Injury With Early 

Diagnoses and Implementation of Approved Treatment Regimens 
Gastroenterology & Hepatology

Dec

2023

Supported by an educational grant from Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals.



AASLD Abstracts 2023 – Advisors Review 

NAFLD/NASH

Cholestatic Liver Disease

HCV HBV/HDVHCC and Liver Transplant

Complications of Cirrhosis

Pediatric Liver Disease

115 Abstracts Reviewed on 9 topics

61 Live Independent Reviewers  

Alcohol  Liver Disease

Varices



AstraZeneca

Exelixis  

Gilead 

Ipsen Pharmaceuticals 

Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals

Novo Nordisk  

Salix 

Thank You to Our Grant Supporters 



Abbvie

Albireo Pharma

Alexion

Alnylam Pharmaceuticals 

Arbutus Biopharma

Boston Scientific

Cymabay Therapeutics, Inc 

Durect Corporation

Gilead

Gsk-Glaxo-Smith-Kline

Intercept Pharmaceuticals

Inventiva

Ipsen

Liver Health Foundation

Madrigal Pharmaceuticals

Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals

Mirum

Ocelot Bio

Salix Pharmaceuticals

Siemens

Thank You to Our Sponsors
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